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Scholarship Information Guide 

Congratulations!  You are taking the first step toward being a scholarship recipient!  Seeking the information is the first major step.  

In this packet you will find:

· Scholarship Information Search Ideas

· Tips for Applying for Scholarships

· Tips for Writing a Personal Statement or Essay

· Copies of the PCC Presidential Scholarship, PCC Foundation Scholarship, and list of external scholarships.

Below is a brief description of the three types of scholarships that are available.  Enclosed is an application or information regarding each of these types of scholarships.

1. PCC Presidential Scholarship
· 2006-2007 High School Graduate Scholarship for high school graduates from Colorado who have a GPA of 3.75 or above.  It is a $1,000 scholarship awardable for both the Fall 2006 AND Spring 2007 semesters.  Attached is an electronic version of the application.

Deadline is May 1, 2006. 

2. PCC Foundation Scholarship
· 2006 PCC Foundation Scholarship.  By completing this ONE application, students are actually applying for over 60 different scholarships at the same time.  Attached is a copy of the application.  Additional copies of the application can be accessed in the PCC Foundation Office located on the main campus in the Central Administration Building, Room CA 107 or online at: http://www.pueblocc.edu/AboutUs/Foundation/FoundationScholarships/HowToApply/scholarshipapplication.htm  

Deadline is April 14, 2006. 

3. External Scholarships 
· External scholarships are those that are not provided by or awarded through PCC, rather they are sent to the College from various individuals, organizations and groups.  PCC maintains a list of the external scholarships we are aware of and the list is attached.  Additional copies or updated lists can be obtained by visiting the Career Counseling and Transfer Office on the main campus in Academic Building 154 or by calling (719) 549-3030 or via email at Lisa.Maldonado@pueblocc.edu.  This list is also available online at http://www.pueblocc.edu/Admissions/PayingForCollege/OtherScholarships/ click on “Available Scholarships”.   Deadline dates vary.   
Scholarship Information Search Ideas
Below is a list of various scholarship search engines that can assist you on your search.  Please note that Pueblo Community College neither endorses, nor manages any of the below links.  They are provided for information purposes only.  Please note, be aware to search only free sites.  Some sites may charge a fee for information, but there is a large amount of information that is available for free.

www.fastweb.com  

www.embark.com
www.collegeboard.com
http://www.college-scholarships.com/free_scholarship_searches.htm 

http://www.college-scholarships.com/ 

 http://www.gocollege.com/
http://www.nextstudent.com/scholarship_search/scholarship_search.asp 

http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/
Additional search options include:

· PCC or public library 

· Local newspaper

· Churches

· Library
· Service Organizations (Local and State)
· Non-Profits (Local and State)

· Professional Organizations (Local, State and National)

· Organizations that you are involved with or volunteer for

· Asking fellow students for tips
Tips for Applying for Scholarships 
Investigate! Find out what types of scholarships were awarded in the past to students at the school you wish to attend. If you are still in high school attend senior award night programs at your school as juniors to find out whose giving scholarships. Inquire from the professional association of the field in which you want to study. Scholarships fall into many categories so make sure to check with employers (yours and your parent’s), community organizations and clubs, fraternal organizations, churches, etc.  

When to apply.  The majority of scholarships are awarded for the fall and spring semesters only.  Application deadlines are normally between January and late April.
Apply only if you are eligible. Read all the scholarship requirements and directions carefully, and make sure you are eligible before you send in your application. Your application will not be considered if you are not qualified for the scholarship.
Ask for help if you need it. If you have problems with the application, do not hesitate to call the sponsor. They will usually be glad to give you help. But don't expect them to do the work for you. Completing the application is your responsibility.
Check your transcripts to ensure they're accurate, as well as your ACT/SAT scores, before you request official copies of them to submit with scholarship and admission applications.  If there is an error in your transcripts contact the school maintaining them and ask to have them corrected.
Read application directions carefully.  Make sure you follow all directions carefully.  It is very important to fill out each form completely and accurately. Know the requirements of the scholarships.
Be professional! Remember, you are competing against other students, so make sure you have checked and double-checked the spelling and grammar on your application, the essay and all other required materials. If the sponsor can’t read or understand your application, how can they consider you for the scholarship? Ask a friend, counselor, parent or teacher to proofread your work. It is always important to type an application if at all possible. 
The personal statement is important. Be sure to stand out: share something special about yourself; take your time - it should be well written and proofread.  Errors can be deadly. 
Give concrete examples. If your answer to an essay question is abstract, support it with a concrete example that illustrates your point. The scholarship sponsor wants to see evidence you satisfy their criteria. Do not just make unsupported or unsupportable statements.
Watch all deadlines. Impose a deadline for yourself that is at least four weeks before the stated deadline. Use this 'buffer time' to proofread your application before you send it off. YOU are responsible for making sure all parts of the application arrive on time. This includes supporting documentation, such as letters of recommendation and transcripts. 

Once in college, keep looking for available scholarships. Do an annual search for scholarships to keep informed of opportunities.

Tips for Writing a Personal Statement or Essay 
Don’t be intimidated by the essay requirements of a scholarship application. Here are some tips to help you with the essay portion.

1. Don’t try to write a Pulitzer Prize novel the first time you sit down to write your essay.  Just brainstorm some answers to get your mind thinking.

2. Be prepared for what they plan to ask you. There are usually three questions that are always asked in some form or another. 

a. What are your academic and/or career goals?

b. What civic/volunteer/community/school activities are you involved with and list any awards you have received?

c. What makes you special/different/unique from other students and why do you deserve this scholarship?

3. Don’t be humble in your essay. You want to make your story standout and unforgettable.

4. Use details and concrete examples. Saying that you are a hard worker is not enough. You must show that you are a hard worker through examples and stories.

5. Do not leave an answer blank. If you don’t think you can answer a question, solicit someone’s help to brainstorm possible answers. 

6. Put tone and personality into your writing. Don’t be too academic and boring. You want them to remember your story.

7. Have someone else proof read your essay before you submit it.

8. The most common formatting is 12 point Times New Roman font, 1inch margins and double spacing.  Check the specific scholarship application for formatting requirements.
9. Keep to the page limit specified on the application. 

10.  If the application is online, write your essay in a word program, then copy and paste it on the website because online applications do not have formatting or spell check capabilities.
This packet has been prepared and distributed by Career Counseling and Career Transfer Services in AB 154.
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